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BHO's Ramblings 


Well that's the AGM over for another twelve months 
thank goodness. As those who attended will know we 
have had a few changes among the committee and office 
bearers and there is a full copy of the minutes elsewhere 
in this issue along with the names and contact info of the 
office bearers and all committee members. I think the 
last 12 months have gone reasonably well with some 
useful new (to us) kit in the shape of the VHF/UHF/Six 
meter base radio with tri-band aerial and triplexer also 
two lap top PC's running on the 486 processor platform 
these will be a great help for loging on any future out­
side special events and also for running digital modes 
such as packet, SSTV, PSK 31 etc. 

We have had some excellent visits to various 
places of interest such as the EPO and Police HQ in 
Dumfries and the Moyle Interconnector at Ballantrea, 
we have also had some interesting and not so interesting 
visitors giving talks and presentations on various aspects 
of our hobby. 

I quite enjoy putting this magazine together but I 
am finding it very hard to think of things to put in so if 
any of you have something you would like to share with 
us like, ideas for antenna, projects to build (simple 
ones!) stories about ham radio, stories not about ham ra­
dio in fact anything you think might interest or bore us 
then please put it on a £5.00 note and send it to me via 
the club or e-mail. 

Richard MMIBHO 
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Draft Minutes of AGM held in the Aird Building on 
19th Sept 2002 

Richard Hopkins MM1BHO occupied the chair 
and welcomed the 19 members present. Apologies 
were received from Frank Claytonsmith GM3JKS, 
Jim Clark MMOCNF, Gerry Maxwell GM4BAE, 
Gillian Robinson 2MIFQI, John McCulloch 
MM1DWJ and SWLAndy Shankland. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
with acceptance proposed by Eric Sandilands 
GMOFSZ and seconded by Jim MacPhee GM3VNW. 

There was no business arising and no relevant 
correspondence. 

President's Report 
Richard gave a comprehensive report of the 

club activities over the year. These events included 
two at Portpatrick, which included a FSTV link, a 
visit to the Scottish Rally at Coatbridge, participa­
tion in the PW low power contest, Science Week at 
Stranraer Academy and our annual Lighthouse 
Weekend. Mention was made of our latest club pur­
chase, a Yaesu 736 VHF and 6 metre transceiver 
with a tri-band antenna. We are also expecting deliv­
ery of two second hand laptop pes. On completion of 
the Novice Course run by the club we welcomed new 
licencee Robin Jeffrey 2M1SCO. Thankl! were also 
expressed to the committee for their support. 



Secretary's Report 
The report was given by secretary Neil Mac­

donald GM4LQS. Comments were made regarding 
the poor returns of the questionnaire on members 
needs. Our committee goal of raising the profile of 
the club resulted in taking part in events involving 
the public. The club now have a well equipped sta­
tion and it is hoped that with a little refurbishment 
the shack will be made more attractive to operators. 
A request was also made for volunteers to help with 
the Foundation Course to be held on 5th & 6th Oct. 
}'rank GM3JKS had asked about the club magazine 
distribution as he had missed the last issue. From de­
tails gleaned from the floor this was found to be a 
one off situation. 

Treasurer's Report 
John Bray GM6FPD gave his report. The club 

funds stood at £108.62 after purchases during the 
year. Aller clearing up a few points, the members 
present accepted the statement of accounts. Member­
ship fees would remain the same, £6, for the year 
2002/2003 with the Community Learning Service fees 
of £5 jnr & benefit, £9 conc & £12 full. 

John, having served as treasurer for 21 years, 
has decided to stand down. 

Hilda KeJday Trophy 
The above trophy is awarded, by the commit­

tee, each year to a member who has made that extra 
contribution to the club activities. This year the 
President was pleased to announce that the award 



would go to Ian Macdonald MMSWIG for his service 
in the clubs training program and on becoming the 
RSGB Snr Training Instr. Ian thanked the commit­
tee and the club and was very pleased to accept the 
trophy. 

At this point Richard Hopkins thanked John 
Bray for his many years of service as treasurer and 
the members joined in with the warmth of their ap­
plause. 

A.O.C.B. 
Eric MMOFSZ asked if the club would be tak­

ing part in this years JOTA event. Secy to sound out 
Scout and Guide Groups. Ian MMSWIG outlined the 
results of the past years training. Robin 2M1SCO 
and, with conversions, most of the membership were 
licensed for HF. Details were given of the Foundation 
Course setup and a call was made for members help 
on the weekend of the Sth & 6th Oct. It was decided to 
have a Christmas Dinner this year, details to be ad­
vised. The Pie & Peas night to be Thurs 19th Dec. The 
question of a Fox Hunt was raised by Ellis GMOHPK 
so he was asked to organise it. To this he agreed. 

The chairman brought the meeting to a close at 
21.0S hrs. 

Chairman ... It •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



The QSL Bureau 


I though it might be a good idea now that we have the 
two new laptop PCs to have a word about QSL cards 
and log keeping, as you know it is a requirement of our 
licences to keep a log of a11 the activities of our individ­
ual radio stations, and of course it follows that we must 
do the same when operating the club station. I am hop­
ing now we have the PCs in the shack that this will hap­
pen on both HF and the VHF stations, we use the Log­
EQF log system for keeping records as I think this is by 
far the simplest logging system I have used, it allows 
both auto and manual entries and has a host of other 
functions to help us keep accurate logs and send out 
QSL cards to stations we have contacted. 

The biggest problem I have found with this system 
is no one seems to know how to set it up and use it, this 
has in the past (and stiU does) cause me a great deal of 

GB2L 



Heartache, distress and late nights in the shack trying to 
put the dates and times right on QSL labels before print­
ing and sending them off to the RSGB for forwarding 
on. 

So as soon as is practicable I will be setting up 
both the laptops with the Log-EQF software and I will 
be giving a demonstration to anyone who is interested 
in learning how to set up and use the program, (please 
form an orderly queue!!! and no pushing in from the 
back Jim!!!!) I hope that as a club we will be doing a 
few more contests and or special events during 2003 and 
it would be really nice to think that alII have to do as 
QSL manager is print the labels, stick 'em on the cards 
and send 'em off.. ...it's not much to ask ... .I'm only hu­
man .... .1 need my beauty sleep like the next man ..... or 
woman ..... .1 don't want to have a nervous break­
down ...... .I'm too young ..........well almost ...... so 
please chaps let's try and get it right this coming year. 

For anyone interested the QSL cards this year were 
printed by the same company that print this maga­
zine ..... the cost to the club was £15.00 for 500 cards and 
they are willing to keep that price available for mem­
bers, you must have the artwork print ready on disc oth­
erwise a one off set up charge of £5.00 will be made. 
You can contact Liz or John at Small Print Castle Doug­
las on 01556 503718. 

Your poor downtrodden QSL Manager 
Richard MM1BHO 
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The Lighthouse Weekend 

Or to give it its official title, the II International 
Lighthouse / Lightship Weekend ". The smooth logis­
tics operation swung into action on Thursday night, 
while some prepared for the talk by two agents of the 
Radiocommunications Agency, others had moved the 
mast, trailer and other items out to Corse wall. 

By early afternoon, Friday, the vanguard of our 
team had arrived at our destination. Eric FSZ, Ian 
NBG, Jim VNW, Rod NGI, Andy Shankland and 
yours truly Neil LQS. This year there was much 
more space and soon two operating positions had 
been set up. We were given the use of the field next 
door, the cattle having been persuaded to move into 
another. The team worked hard and within a couple 
of hours the extended mast had sprouted f' ( aII 

VNW in joke) the HF beam. Also in that time a 
guyed mast had appeared sprouting an UF dipole, a 
six metre beam and a two metre beam, both steer­
able. The early part of the evening soon passed when 
we used GS4RIV/P to amass quite a few qsos, some 
with stations in the same position as ourselves. When 
23.S9hrs arrived we became GB2LCP and then 
things opened up, with stations stateside knee deep 
waiting to work us. Well, that took care of :Friday 
which had been a great day. Saturday morning at 
0230hrs saw us trying to pry the key from Jims hand, 
enoughs enough or some such thought, so we called it 
a day. Saturday dawned quite pleasantly and after 
various stages of breakfast we recommenced. I think 
one of our first contacts that morning was an AX, 



with Jim in control. Weather remained fair all 
through the day and we worked a few lighthouses on 
both HF and VHI<'. I happened to be operating and 
contacted a " lightship with a street address in Lon­
don" . Seems there a few odd situations out there. Jim 
LPT appeared early morning and was press ganged 
onto HF in double quick time. Richard BHO arrived 
in the evening and brought some brisk weather with 
him. Sufficient to say, we had to lower the HI<' beam 
for safety's sake. Leo also arrived, having gone back 
earlier in the day to collect some sleep points for use 
during Sunday morning. Evidence of Leo's dedica­
tion came to me when I came to, in the middle of the 
night, with II CQ CQ CQ" booming out of the night. 
That must have been about 0530hrs and all on his 
own too, the Brits having bowed out. Through the 
night the rain came on and lasted until about 
1430hrs on Sunday. John SWX visited for a short 
time and brought goodies for the operators. The 
bands were busy and contacts were being made 
steadily through until about 1400hrs. As the sky 
brightened it was decided to dismantle the site but 
we gave Jim the benefit of a few extra minutes by 
saving the HF antenna till last. Then two visitors ar­

. rived, Angela and Gavin, but by that time unfortu­
nately we were non operational. Late afternoon saw 
everything cleared and people moving out. What can 
I say other than " what a great weekend was had by 
all ". 

Reporter Neil GM4LQS 

Pictures By Eric (Le click) Sandilands GMOFSZ 
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Club Contacts 

President 
Richard Hopkins MMl BHO 01556 650448 
e-mail ricbard@mm1bho.freeserve.co.uk 

Secretary 
Neil Macdonald GM4LQS 01776 702570 


e-mail neiImacdonald@wigtownshire.freeserve.co.uk 


Treasurer 
Davy Bisset MMOKBT davy-bisset@supanet.com 

QSLManager 
Richard Hopkins MM1BHO contact as above 


Committee Members 

Robin Jeffery 2M1SCO 01556 690660 


thejefferyclan@burnbreafarm.fsnet.co.uk 


Ian Macdonald MM5WIG 01988 403364 

E-mail weebooks@globalnet.co.uk 


Stu Collings GM4YYF 01776810292 

stu.collings@btopenworld.com 


Andy Sbankland SWL 01071 402164 

E-mail afshankland@netscapeonline.co.uk 


Club Website www.qsl.net/gm4riv 
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